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The Editor,

Sir,

| request that the following matter may kindly be published in your esteemed daily:

Sell Potato on Harvest

Potato (Solanum tuberosum L.) popularly known as ‘The king of vegetables’,
has emerged as fourth most important food crop in India after rice, wheat and maize.
Potato is a major food crop, grown in more than 150 countries globally. The top ten
producers in the world are China, Russia, India, USA, Ukraine, Poland, Germany,
Belarus, France and Netherlands. These together contribute about 70% of the total
production.

India produced 447 lakhs tonnes of potato from an area of 19.65 lakh hectares
in 2012-13. Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Bihar, Assam, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab and
Gujarat accounted for 85 per cent share in total area and 89 percent of the total
production in 2012-13 in India. India has exported about 11.14 lakh tonnes of potato
in 2012-2013, which is 13 per cent more than that of 2011-12. The area and
production of potato were 4860 hectares and 97,200 tonnes, respectively in Tamil
Nadu during 2012-13 according to the statistics given by National Horticultural
Research and Development Foundation (NHRDF). In Tamil Nadu, in 2012-13 the
area and production decreased by 1 per cent and 7 per cent, respectively compared to
2011-12.

In Tamil Nadu, potato is grown in the hilly regions of Dindigul, Nilgiris and
also in the plains of Krishnagiri and Erode districts. In Kadaibogam season, it is
sown from September to October and harvested from December to January. There

are two major varieties, viz., Kufri Jyoti and Kufri Giriraj grown in Nilgiri



district. Potato farmers in Tamil Nadu have raised queries whether the Kadaibogam
potato sown in September-October, 2013 and presently harvested will fetch higher
prices or not; and whether to sell immediately or store for better prices. To answer
these queries, the NAIP — Domestic and Export Market Intelligence Cell (DEMIC)
functioning in Centre for Agricultural and Rural Development Studies (CARDS),
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University analysed the past 15 years prices that prevailed
at Nilgiris Cooperative Marketing Society (NCMS), Mettupalayam. As per the
results of the analysis the prices of potato will hover around Rs. 20-24 per kg in
December, 2013 and Jan 2014. If export order are received, then the prices may
increase by Rs.5-7 per kg which is yet to be confirmed. Under the above conditions,

farmers are recommended to sell immediately the potato being harvested now.

For further details contact:-

Domestic and Export Market Intelligence Cell (DEMIC),
Centre for Agricultural and Rural Development Studies,
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University,

Coimbatore — 641 003.

Phone - 0422-2431405

For Technical Details please contact:-

Dr. N. Selvaraj

Professor and Head,
Horticultural Research Station,
Vijayanagaram,
Udhagamandalam — 643001.
Phone: 0423-2442170

Mobile: 94430 52219

Public Relations Officer
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